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Broadmead Community Day
Message from the June 20, 2010

President

Dear BARA Member:

The first Broadmead Community Day was held on June
20th and was a great success, attended by more than
300 residents.

Our thanks to everyone who turned out to show their
support for our community, with special thanks to our
sponsors and the many volunteers who were
instrumental in the planning and implementation of the
day’s activities. We couldn’t have done it without them.

Best wishes to all for a continued great summer!

Jim Griffith
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Blueberry Farm Update

Not a great deal has changed since this topic was
addressed at the AGM in April. As all residents are
aware, one of the most attractive features of our
community is its proximity to parks, green space and a
substantial area of farmland. The tranquillity of the
area partially disappeared for some of you in April with
the seemingly indiscriminate use of propane cannons
for bird control by the new blueberry farm in the
Blenkinsop Valley.

BARA has made it clear to municipal officials and
others that we support continued use of the
Blenkinsop Valley for agricultural purposes, and while
we appreciate that birds can cause severe damage to
crops we also know that there are other, more
reasonable ways of dealing with them. We do not
believe that cannon fire is something the residents of a
quiet, well-established residential neighbourhood
should have to tolerate.

We wrote to the Mayor on this issue in April, and since
then Saanich Council has referred the matter to the
Peninsula Agricultural Commission (PAC) for advice
on whether or not to enact a farm bylaw to prohibit the
use of propane cannons. The PAC advised Saanich
that they believe that the Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands is a more appropriate authority, and also
suggested that Saanich use a mediation approach.

Concerned neighbours of Beckwith Farm convened a
meeting on June 23" at St. Margaret’s School to
specifically address the issue of propane cannon use.
It was well attended, with about 100 people present.
Their goal is to seek a ban on cannons in the area of
the densely populated pre-existing residential
neighbourhoods.

Among other speakers at the meeting, Ray Galey
presented his views regarding farming issues in
general and the damage created by geese in
particular. He does not support the use of cannons as
a method of controlling them. He did emphasize the
importance of preserving farmland and the need for
government and public support.

Our local MLA, Lana Popham, spoke about the
importance of community action and congratulated the
group for working together to find a solution to the
cannon issue. She emphasized the need to respect for
the ALR and the farming community, and to ensure
that the group’s actions were only aimed at the
cannons and the disruption they have created in daily
living. She did point out the need for legislation that
would ease the inevitable conflict created by urban
encroachment on agricultural land and stated she will
continue to offer her support in our endeavors to
resolve this problem.

BARA will continue to monitor this issue and keep you
informed as things progress.

~ Covenant Corner ~
Cars in Broadmead

The clutter of cars on many of our residential
streets continues to be of concern to our
residents. The most common complaint received
by BARA is about cars ‘overflowing’ from
driveways onto the street.

Most properties in Broadmead are limited by the
covenants to having three cars visibly parked.
The covenants also prohibit the visible parking of
boats, motorhomes, RVs, trailers, commercial
vehicles and large trucks.

The objective of the parking covenants is to
keep our streetscapes uncluttered and attractive.
Vehicles should be kept in a garage or driveway,
with no more than three visible. Off-property
parking should be limited to guests.

Should residents have additional vehicles or
wish to park a prohibited vehicle on their
property, it may be possible do so in an
approved screened area. Please contact BARA
for advice and approval.
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Feral Cats
by Vicki Berri

| am writing this on behalf of the feral colony of cats
that live in Rithet’'s Bog. Taking into account that the
bog has been deemed a bird sanctuary, this a very

difficult subject of discussion.

This colony of cats started with strays, runaways or
drop-offs and the offspring of those that hadn’t been
neutered or spayed were born in the bog and are feral.
Thanks to Natalie of Dee’s orphan kittens and the help
of volunteers, the main colony has been spayed and
neutered. Homes have been found for 68 cats and
kittens so far. The remaining cats have a tough life,
enduring harsh weather and competing with wildlife for
food. Because of this their life is short, perhaps two
years or so.

Possibly because some of the cats are strays, some
appear to be fairly trusting and friendly. This increases
the possibility of a home placement for them.

Finding farm homes for perhaps two at a time would
be ideal and getting the word out is paramount.
Anyone who is interested in helping these cats is
encouraged to contact Natalie at Dee’s Orphans
nkroschi@shaw.ca. (See www.deesorphans.com).

Board of Directors 2010-11

A new BARA Board of Directors was elected at our
AGM on April 29. The members of the Board are:

Jim Griffith (President)
Gary Potter (Vice-President)
Phil Miles (Secretary)
Rachel Calder (Treasurer)
Leo Bohnert

John Bremner

Mary Brookes

Johanna Morrow

Sulo Saravanabawan
Paul Stringer

Chuck Watson

Directors are elected for a one-year term.

Ri t het 0 MaiBtemance

The District of Saanich is working with Ducks
Unlimited Canada and the Rithet's Bog Conservation
Society to control invasive cattails that are taking over
parts of the Rithet's Bog wetland.

Although this gradual filling-in by cattails and other
wetland plants is a natural process, it will result in the
eventual loss of scarce habitat. Steps are being taken
to slow this process.

Through August, the water levels will be allowed to
slowly drop. This is in preparation for a cattail removal
project scheduled for September 10 and 11. The lower
water levels will make it easier to see and remove the
plant material. Water levels will be monitored and not
allowed to fall below the designed minimum.

Adult volunteers are wanted to help on Saturday,
September 11. Work will involve hauling heavy
plant material from the water.

Volunteers should contact parks.admin@saanich.ca or
call 250-475-5522 to sign up.

Membership Reminder

BARA membership fees for the calendar year 2010
are $15.00 per household. If you have forgotten to
renew, or wish to join, forms are available on our
website at www.broadmead.ca. Please support our
community!

CONTACT US
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info@broadmead.ca

Voicemail
250-744-1416

Mail
Box 53527, Broadmead RPO
Victoria, BC V8X 5K2
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